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Introduction: Faith is some times defined as “unquestioning belief that does not require proof or evidence” and reason is defined as “the ability to think, form judgments, draw conclusions, etc.”
 The idea is that faith and reason do not fit together or that they are opposed to each other. This is the impression that many people have in their minds about the relationship between faith and reason. Many religious faiths or belief systems are anti-intellectual and discourage knowledge and reason. For example, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar (perhaps the most popular Hindu guru now) explains his view of faith as follows: “Whatever you have faith in, do not make it an object of knowing. You do not need to know that in which you have faith. If you have faith in God, do not try to know God. God and Self are not objects of knowing. And you cannot have faith in that which you have made into an object of knowing. You cannot make love an object of knowing. If you try to do so, the love will disappear.”
 Is faith from the Christian perspective any different? Is Christianity any different from other faiths? 

Faith – A Secular and Skeptical Perspective: Many (including some Christians that are fideistic) think that faith is personal and private and it need not and cannot have any rational-evidential foundation. For example, Richard Dawkins, Oxford University biologist and one of the most vocal atheists of our time thinks that faith is the great cop-out, the great excuse to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence. He thinks faith is belief in spite of and because of the lack of evidence. Bertrand Russell thought faith to be the firm belief in something for which there is no evidence. What is sad is that many Christians, quite ignorantly take the fideistic approach to faith and believe that it is faith alone and nothing else (no evidence and reasons). They say, “God said it, we believe it, and that settles it. We do not need any proofs or reasons.” Fideism is ‘faith-alone ism’ and cannot be sustained. If we ask the ‘why’ question, the fideists begin the answer with the word ‘because’ and we know that what follows ‘because’ is a set of reasons (whatever those reasons may be) and thus they cease to be fideists and contradict themselves. Some of the fideists think mistakenly that it is a biblical view of faith. However, this is not true and it will become clear when we consider the biblical view of faith and that is what we are going to focus on in the next section. 
Faith – A Balanced Biblical Perspective: Christian life starts with FAITH (saving FAITH) - we are saved by FAITH (Eph.  2: 8). We live our lives (Run the Race of Christian Life) by FAITH, by fixing our eyes on Jesus the author and perfecter of our FAITH (Heb 12: 2). Without FAITH, it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11: 6a) and our spiritual ancestors were commended by God (Heb. 11: 39a) because of their FAITH.  
However, what do we learn from the Bible about what faith is all about? What is the biblical view of faith? We have to turn to the faith of Abraham, the father of the faithful and friend of God to understand the nature of biblical faith (see Heb 11: 8-12, 17-19; Rom. 4: 18-21; Gen 12-18 and 22; Josh 24: 2-4). Abraham is the paradigm for the ‘faith family or community’ (Rom 4: 16). Christian view of faith is such that it cannot exist without knowledge. Biblical FAITH is not against reason (not antirational) or evidence or knowledge. It goes beyond reason and evidence, but is based on evidence or knowledge and reason or experience and certainly not against them. Faith is FOCUSED on God, His Character (characteristics or attributes) or on who God is and what He does in history. Concerning Abraham, Hebrews 11: 11 says, “. . . he considered him Faithful who had made the promise.” And v. 19 says, “. . . he reasoned that God could raise the dead, . . . ” (see Rom. 4: 21 also). The work of God that reveals who God is has to be seen in personal as well as corporate (community, national, and global) history. So, truly biblical or Christian FAITH is FOCUSED on GOD, the object of faith and not just on man, the subject of faith – who God is and what He did and continues to do in the world and in our lives. 
Biblical faith is REASONED Faith, not an illogical or a blind faith. This is what we find in Heb. 11: 17-19. Verse19 says, “Abraham reasoned (Gk. logisamenos) that God could raise the dead, . . . ”  (see Rom. 4: 18-21 also). What was the reasoning that had gone on in Abraham’s mind? Romans 4: 18-21 (as a result of this reasoning, he was fully persuaded or convinced or assured) gives us some insight into Abraham’s reasoning. Let us summarize the reasoning in the form of a syllogism (two premises and a conclusion):

P1 - God promised that we would become parents, when we were reproductively dead,

P2 - God demonstrated that He has power to fulfill His promise by bringing life (Isaac) from our dead bodies, therefore, now
C - Even if I obey Him and slay or sacrifice my son, He can or will bring him back to life and fulfill His promise 
Biblical faith then is confidence, reliance, or trust in the reliable or trustworthy. In the biblical sense, to have faith means ‘trusting someone (or something) that one has reasons and factual evidences to believe and entrusting oneself to that someone or something’. This understanding gets confirmed when we look at the Greek dictionary for the meaning of ‘pistis’, which is translated as ‘faith’. This is a very important term in the NT – it occurs 307 times. Pistis has two aspects to it: 1) Trust or Reliance or Confidence or Acceptance, and 2) Intellectual Content or knowledge that is reflected in the life of the believer. C. S. Lewis says that faith is “. . . assent to a proposition which we think so overwhelmingly probable that there is a psychological exclusion of doubt though not a logical exclusion of dispute.”
 One of the great expositors of the Scriptures in our age, Stott defines faith as “. . . a reasoning trust, a trust which reckons thoughtfully and confidently upon the trustworthiness of God.”
 Josh McDowell also defines faith in a similar fashion, but using different terminology, as “the assurance of the heart [mind, the center of our consciousness] in the adequacy of the evidence.”
 This way of understanding faith actually reflects the significance of Hebrews 11: 1, which says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (KJV). ‘Evidence’ is the translation of the Greek word, which literally means, “proof, or proving.” It is not ‘believing what you know isn’t so’ as Mark Twain opined, but, rather, ‘believing in the believable (rationally and evidentially warranted)’ or ‘trusting in the trustworthy’. 
No wonder, the God of the Bible invites His people to come and reason together with Him and holds their ignorance against them (Isa. 1: 18 and 2-3; 43: 26). The Holy Spirit is described not only as the Spirit of power, but also as the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, and knowledge (Isa. 11: 1-2). Jesus, after His resurrection gave His disciples many convincing proofs (Gk. Tekmeriois) or sure signs that he was alive. And God commands all His people to always be prepared/ready to give an answer (Gk. Apologia) or defense or a well-reasoned verbal response in defense of what one believes. All this makes perfect sense, because the God of the Bible is a rational being who created all humans in His image and likeness with the rational capacity and the Christian faith is a reasonable faith – a faith with solid rational-evidential foundation and hence is defensible.
This kind of believing (or faith) always has a bearing on the behavior of the believer (or brings about change in the believer’s behavior). This is what we will find when we consider the example of Abraham and Sarah. This faith leads to action or obedience. Abraham’s/Biblical Faith and Action or Obedience are Inseparably linked – see Gen. 12: 1, 4 (the Lord said to Abraham, “Leave . . . go . . . ”  and “Abraham left . . . set out or went . . . ”).
 
Therefore, biblical faith is, unlike other faiths, a reasonable faith and it gets reflected in the behavior or actions of the believers. It has solid rational-evidential foundation or basis. However, this faith goes beyond reason and expects miracles and mysteries, and it is to this aspect of biblical faith that we will turn our attention now in the next section.
Faith Beyond Reason – A Biblical Illustration: When Abraham and Sarah received the promise of God concerning Isaac, they reasoned in a merely human way and struggled with doubt. But when they finally believed that they would become parents, it was certainly belief or faith beyond reason. Humanly or biologically speaking, it was impossible for them to have a son, because they were reproductively dead – Sarah was past the menopause and Abraham was too old (Rom 4: 16-25). Abraham’s body was as good as dead (he was about 100 years old) and Sarah’s womb was also dead. They went beyond this merely human and natural reasoning and believed what God promised, not blindly or irrationally, but being fully persuaded that God who promised had the power to do what he had promised (vv. 18-21). Abraham considered Him faithful who had made the promise (Heb. 11: 11-12). Humanly speaking, it was hopeless and yet Abraham had hope and believed (had faith), because He brought God into the equation. Thus, his reasoning went beyond the merely human and limited level of reasoning. Later on in life, this experiential knowledge enabled Abraham to reach a higher level of reasoning, not merely natural but spiritual reasoning that is based on who God is and what He does in history (Heb. 11: 17-19). So we conclude that Abraham’s faith is ‘reasoning faith’ that goes beyond the ‘reasoning that is limited to the natural and the merely human’ and includes God. In fact, it is because of this kind of faith that Abraham was considered righteous and a friend of God (see James 2: 20-23).
Conclusion – Some Application for Us: We have to follow the example of Abraham. In the middle of our humanly speaking hopeless situations – infertility or barrenness, financial crisis, health problems (cancer, high blood pressure, allergies, diabetes, and whatever) uncertainty in career, unemployment, rebellious children, unbelieving spouse, delayed marriage, etc., we have to learn to live lives of hope that springs from a ‘reasoning faith’ that brings God into the equation. It is God that makes all the difference. If we leave God out, then hopelessness, pessimism, depression, dejection, low self-esteem, grumbling, carnal comparison, and complaining, would be the natural result. On the contrary, if we keep God in the equation (in our daily lives), then we will live lives of hope (in spite of all natural hopelessness), peace, joy, confidence, and obedience for the glory of God and thus be God’s witnesses in this world. This kind of life alone could be truly called a ‘life of faith’. Are we limited to and by what we see or are we able to transcend this and look beyond with the ‘eyes of faith’ and see what merely the natural eyes cannot see? If we live ‘God-conscious lives’ and have the eyes of faith, then we can or should say, like the prophet of old, “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights” (Habakkuk 3: 17-19). 


It will be a good and very meaningful exercise for us to put these verses down in our own words using our contemporary categories (though the share market does not bounce back adequately and there is hardly any balance left in my bank account, though the job market does not seem to bounce back, though our efforts to own a house fail and the rents keep going up, etc., yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior) to drive home the truth to ourselves in our changing and uncertain times and difficult situations. 
I am not merely theoretical here. I have been dealing with diabetes and hyperthyroidism for many years. My wife has been dealing with cancer for two years now. It has been like ‘walking through the valley of the shadow of death’ for her and for us as a family. We have gone through financial challenges and the challenge of responding christianly while being treated as enemies, misunderstood, and misrepresented for all the help we extended to people, just because we chose to tell them certain truths. But God has been with us and we are continuing to serve Him with joy and a definite vision that the Lord has given us. We can say experientially that the LORD is our shelter, strength, and joy. 
Let me reiterate, in closing, some of the truths we have learned so far. Faith and reason are not contradictory. They are not like enemies, but more like friends. Faith is supported and strengthened by reason. Faith goes above and beyond reason, acknowledging mysteries and expecting miracles. Faith rests on God, the object of faith and not on us (nor even the people who have the gift of healing), the subjects of faith. We have to go from one level of faith to another as we continue our faith journey (see Luke 17: 5; 2 Thess. 1: 3-4). The mediating object of faith is God’s Word or the Revelation of God (Heb. 1:1-2; I Pet. 1:10-12). The ultimate object of our faith is the God of grace (John 12: 44-45; Rom 4: 20-24; I Thess. 1: 4-10). The ‘Great Faith’ (Matt.15: 28; Luke.7: 1-9; Mark 9: 14-27) that the Lord commended is a faith that focuses on God, His power, authority, mercy, kindness and the truth that He is an every present help (Psalm 46: 1 -2a) in times of trouble. He carries our burdens daily (Psalm 68: 19-20). Our God hears our cries and acts on our behalf (Psalm 65: 5; 66: 5; 81: 6-7a; Exodus 3: 7-10), as He did in the past. 
May the Lord help each one of us to grow in our faith and to help others to grow and experience the wonder-working power, providence, and grace of God in our daily lives. May we make good progress in our faith-journeys and make our God known. May the Lord help us to be faithful witnesses with both lip-service and life service, as His servants and friends. 
� This was originally written for the UESI-AP Hyderabad Quarterly News Letter City Link, November 2008. But I have revised and expanded it (June 2009) for the purpose of publishing in the Souvenir that will be released at the 30th Anniversary Celebrations of TCF (Telugu Christian Fellowship), New Jersey.   
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