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The apostle Peter says, quoting the Words of the Lord from the OT, “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.””
 As we have already underlined, it is impossible to worship the Holy Trinity in an acceptable and pleasing manner without being holy as individuals, families, and as a community of God’s people. However, the issue of how we could be holy in our daily lives has not been addressed so far in this series of articles. So far, we have only tried to understand 1) what it means for God to be holy, and 2) what it means for us to be holy. Therefore, in this article, we will focus briefly on holiness in our ‘thought life’, which is the first essential and practical step in being holy or becoming holier. We can study holiness pertaining to different areas of our lives. But I believe one of the most important areas of our lives is the area of thought life, because there is an inseparable link between our thinking or believing and living or behaving. As some one rightly said, ‘God changes our living by changing our thinking’. Let us now explore the thinking-living connection. 

Thinking and Living are Inextricably Linked: Let us look at a set of statements that many of us would have heard or read before:

You are what you eat

You are what you do

You are what you have

You are what your genes make you out to be 

You are what your environment makes you out to be

You are (or become) what you think

These are all popular statements that express different views of our identity and of the most important factor that shapes us and determines who we are or become. The one that I think is the most acceptable one with some truth in it is the last one, because thoughts or ideas have consequences for life. Beliefs have consequences for behavior. Beliefs are ideas or thoughts or propositions or truth claims that are accepted as true. If we have justifying reasons or evidences in support of these beliefs, then they are justified beliefs. If not, they are unjustified (baseless/superstitious) beliefs. If our beliefs correspond to the reality, then they are true. If not, they are false. If we have justified and true beliefs, then we have knowledge and thus without believing we cannot have knowledge. Our beliefs, justified or unjustified, true or false, determine our behavior. History proves that ideas or thoughts have consequences for life. Let us consider some negative (evil thoughts and false beliefs leading to evil behavior) and then some positive (noble thoughts and true beliefs leading to good behavior) examples of this truth.

It was his false beliefs and evil thoughts that had led Adolf Hitler to commit those crimes against humanity that we can never condone nor forget. If we read his Mein Kempf it becomes obvious that his belief in the theory of evolution (survival of the fittest and natural selection) led him to all the horrifying things he did, including the racially motivated massacring of millions of people. Look at what he thought and wrote,
“The stronger must dominate and not mate with the weaker, which would signify the sacrifice of its own higher nature. Only the born weakling can look upon this principle as cruel, and if he does so it is merely because he is of a feebler nature and narrower mind; for if such a law did not direct the process of evolution then the higher development of organic life would not be conceivable at all…If nature does not wish that weaker individuals should mate with the stronger, she wishes even less that a superior race should intermingle with an inferior one; because in such a case all her efforts throughout hundreds of thousands of years to establish an evolutionary higher stage of being, may thus be rendered futile”. – Adolf Hitler, Mein Kempf, p. 161-62

Joseph Stalin killed millions of his own people because he thought that he was doing good to humanity and that that was the only way of establishing a class-less society. All this was because of his belief in communist ideology. In our own country we have seen and still see to different degrees children being sacrificed, female infanticide, caste based discrimination and brutality, indifference to the suffering of others, dowry, sathi, etc., all because of what people think and believe. The most horrifying example is the Gujarat (Godra) carnage – I have pictures of people being burnt like chickens.

There are many positive examples as well. Mother Theresa dedicated her entire life to serve the poor and helpless in Calcutta and other parts of the country and world. Graham and Gladys Stains along with their children served the leprosy patients and other needy people in Orissa. Graham Stains and his two sons became victims of religiously motivated hatred and barbarity and laid down their lives in the service of the needy people. William Carey, Amy Carmichael, Ziegenbalg, and many other missionaries left the comforts of their homelands and came to India, lived their lives, faced many horrifying difficulties, served the people of India in different ways and died here. All these people did what they did because of what they thought/believed was the purpose of their lives and what they thought/believed was valuable and significant in life. Let me conclude this section with a statement of Strauss that nicely summarizes the forgone discussion: 

The mind is the control center of our being where the basic direction of our lives is established. What goes on there determines what we are and what we will become. The information received there, the experiences encountered there, and the conditioning that takes place there all affect the decisions we make and the course of action we take. Three thousand years ago Solomon wrote, “For as he thinks within himself, so he is” (Pro. 23: 7). The things that go on in our minds are the raw materials from which our entire lives are molded.”

Biblical Teaching on Thought Life: So there is an inseparable link between what we think about and believe and what we do or how we live or behave. This perhaps is why we are expected to love the Lord, our God not only with all our strength, soul, and heart, but also with all our mind. Thinking and believing are the activities of the mind and loving the Lord with our minds includes the aspect of thinking thoughts and holding beliefs that are true and acceptable or pleasing in the sight of God. We have to set our minds on things above and not on earthly things (Col. 3: 2). Seeking things above (v. 1) has to do with the goals we actively pursue. But setting our minds on things above (v. 2) has to do with what we think about. Our goals in life grow out of what we think about or occupy our minds with. So the way to seek right things is to set our minds on the right things. We need to think heavenly thoughts to be heavenly minded. This does not mean that we become people of no earthly good. When we are heavenly minded in the true biblical sense of the term, it effects everything we do in this real world positively and everything we do, we do for the glory of God and thus in the best way possible.
 

Paul exhorts in Philippians 4: 8 that we should think about whatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and admirable. In short, we should think about whatever is excellent or praiseworthy. This is clearly an exhortation that we should be holy in our thought life and here we find God’s grid to filter our thoughts. Satan constantly seeks to feed his lies and false philosophy of the world into our minds through media, unbelieving friends, relatives, teachers, fellow workers, and other avenues. But God wants us to develop the habit of asking, “ Is it right or true or honorable or pure or lovely or of good repute or excellent or praiseworthy?” We should cultivate this habit, because most mental and emotional disturbances, as well as most debilitating sins like debauchery and all kinds of sexual sins, begin when we allow our minds to dwell on things that God would never condone. We can go on living spiritually mediocre lives and suffer mental distress or we can grow and begin to enjoy spiritual maturity and mental stability, health, and holiness by filtering every thought through God’s grid and allowing only those thoughts that are pleasing in His sight and allowing them to settle down and remain in our minds.
 

Paul says in Romans 12: 2 that we should not conform any longer to the pattern of this world (literally, we should not allow the world to squeeze us into its mold), but be transformed by the renewing of our minds, so that we might know what God’s good, pleasing, and perfect will is for our lives. We are not to be ‘with the structures or forms’ of the world, but be transformed (go beyond), that is, we should rise above the forms and structures of this world. R. C. Sproul says, “We are not to follow the world’s lead but to cut across it and rise above it to a higher calling and style. This is called the transcendent excellence, not a call to sloppy “out-of-it-ness.””
 There is a clear indication here that there is an inseparable link between what we think about in our minds and our knowing the will of God on one hand and our behavior or pattern of life on the other hand. Transformed and counter-cultural thinking is necessary (means) for transformed and counter-cultural living (end). 

This renewal of our minds that Paul talks about takes place gradually as we fill our hearts and minds with the truth of God’s word and meditate (pondering over or chewing) upon it. In fact, the word Paul uses refers to making something new in the sense of its nature or quality. God wants our minds to be made distinctively different from what they were; being programmed with His thoughts rather than man’s or world’s thoughts. This transformation of thinking requires lot of different ‘spiritual disciplines’. Whatever the other disciplines might be, but it certainly requires memorizing the Word of God, meditating on it, and relating it to and allowing it to impact our daily living. It is impossible for a Christian to grow in the Lord, to do His will, and to enjoy victory over sin without memorizing and meditating on the Word of God.
 The “renewal of the mind” is impossible without serious, systematic/disciplined, and in-depth study of and education in the things of God, which in turn calls for a mastery of the Word of God. True transformation comes by gaining a new understanding of God, the world, and ourselves in relation to both God and the world. This transformation leads to the formation Christ in us (Rom. 8: 29; 2 Cor. 3: 18). The goal is that we might be conformed to the image of Christ. R. C. Sproul says, “To be conformed to Jesus, we must first begin to think as Jesus did. We need the “mind of Christ.” We need to value the things He values and despise the things He despises. We need to have the same priorities He has. We need to consider weighty the things that He considers weighty.”
 This is one of the most effective ways in which we can bridge the ‘belief-behavior gap’ or ‘conviction-conduct gap’ that we are plagued with in our lives. This gulf between what we say we believe and what we show in our behavior (the ‘lips-life gap’) or what we profess/proclaim to the world and practice in our daily lives (the ‘profession-practice gap’) discredits Christianity or the gospel. We need to do something very concrete about this and make sure that this gap is bridged, for the sake of God’s glory, for the sake of the seekers, and for our own sake.

The more we think about and meditate upon the truths of God’s word, the more the number of true beliefs we hold and the more stronger and central those beliefs become and the more holy we become in our being and behavior. As Moreland observes, our beliefs are the rails upon which our lives run; we almost always act according to what we really or truly believe. What we believe, the actual content of our beliefs regarding God, morality, marriage, sexual purity, etc., shape the contours of our lives and actions. The strength of our beliefs is the degree to which we are convinced the belief is true. The stronger the belief, the more likely it is to determine our actions. The centrality of a belief is the significance and importance we give to a belief. The more central the belief, the more likely it is to determine our actions. Therefore, if we desire to see our character being transformed, then we need to work on changing our beliefs or on making our convictions much stronger and deeper. We have to make some of them stronger, others more central, and some others should be completely thrown out. How then can we bring about these changes in our belief or belief system? If we want to change our beliefs about something, we have to embark on a course of serious study about it. By choosing to undertake a course of study, meditation, and reflection, we can put ourselves in a position to undergo a change in the content, strength, and centrality (the degree of importance the belief plays in one’s entire set of beliefs or worldview) of our beliefs and as a result, we will be transformed by these belief changes.
 If this process is of such paramount importance in bridging the ‘belief-behavior gap’, then we should study this further. 

God’s Word Transforms of our Thought Life: The Word of God, the Bible seems to be the best means of godliness or godly lives in the present godless world where we are living (2 Tim. 3: 10-16). The Psalmist says, “Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not consider sin against you” (Ps. 119: 11). Impure thoughts lead to immoral or unholy acts and pure thoughts lead to morally right or holy acts. Purity of thought can be ensured by filling our minds with the word of God and pondering over it as often and as much as we can, through out each day and all of our lives. So it is clear that our minds matter and that what goes on in our minds determines the manner of life we live. For example, humility in life is a matter of being humble in the mind. Paul says, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philip. 2: 5). In what follows Paul describes the humility of Christ as we can see in his incarnation. So the mind of Christ is a mind of humility and it was this mind that led to humility in the life he lived in his incarnate state. When we study this in depth and detail for our own sake/benefit, internalize the truth, and apply it to our lives, then the truth will begin to affect us or transform us in our daily living. 

In tempting us to disobey God, Satan does not generally force us, but maneuvers us into thinking thoughts about things that we end up doing ultimately. In fact, everybody who wants to influence us in some way or the other will try to manipulate us by feeding his or her own slanted information into our minds. Writers, advertisers, politicians, advocates of various philosophies and lifestyles, religious gurus, and others are all trying to get a foot in the door of our minds and mold our thinking.
 In the Garden of Eden, Satan did not force Eve into disobeying God. He simply suggested to Eve the benefits of eating the forbidden fruit that she should consider. Eve thought about them (probably over and over again) and then looked at the forbidden fruit with a new view and new interest and the fruit looked good. Satan’s strategy worked then and is still working. In the end, what changed was not the fruit, but Eve’s thoughts or view or beliefs about the fruit. She ended up eating the forbidden fruit and the consequences of eating it followed. After the ‘fall’, when God confronted Adam and Eve, they were trying to blame it all on each other and ultimately on Satan. However, we see God holding them (Adam first and then Eve) responsible for their actions (and of course their thoughts that led to the actions indirectly). 

Knowing that our thinking is very important in determining our living, we should learn to take full responsibility for our thought life. We have to ensure that our minds are deprogrammed and reprogrammed with the Word of God, because Satan has definitely influenced our minds and thought patterns before we were born-again and even after. Filling our minds with God’s Word is the only way to erase some of the old satanic and worldly inputs. Jesus said that we are made clean by the Word (John 15: 3). The Greek word which is translated as clean gives the English word ‘catharsis’, a purification, purgation, or cleansing. God’s Word is the only thing that can purge our minds of Satan’s crafty suggestions and the world’s faulty philosophies. While God’s Word may not actually remove Satan’s wrong information from our minds, it certainly cancels Satan’s detrimental effect that resulted from that information. The Bible has cleansing power, as the Psalmist suggests: “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your Word.” (Ps. 119: 9)
 This truth is further confirmed by Prophet Jeremiah, who records what the Lord says concerning his word, ““Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has my word speak faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. “Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?” (Jer. 23: 29; also Isaiah 55: 11). This truth about the power of God’s word to bring about change is underlined in the NT also (see Heb. 4: 12-13; 1 Peter 1: 23-24).

We are Responsible for All our Thoughts: We are responsible for the thoughts we think about every single aspect of our lives. Let us not believe the lie that thoughts are like birds that fly over us and hence we do not have any control over them and that we should only try not to allow them to put a nest on our heads. The idea that many accept as true and illustrations like this communicate is that we are not responsible for our thoughts. But who is responsible, let us say, if adulterous thoughts come into our minds? We might blame the people of the opposite sex, pictures, posters, films, friends or our circumstances. But God does not accept those lame excuses, because thoughts of adultery or any other evil thoughts come from no place other than our own hearts or minds (Mk. 7: 15, 21-23 and Jer. 17: 9-10). The Bible makes it clear that Christians (and all humans) are responsible for the thoughts that come to their minds for any length of time, quite contrary to the view that if a thought comes we are not responsible for it, but if we allow our minds to dwell on it, then we are responsible. Let us look at the Scriptures and see what God, through His people, says regarding this.


In Psalm 139: 23-24, we have David’s prayer: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me.” Once, David’s thoughts had led him into adultery and then to murder. But now he invited God to let him know if any of his thoughts were wicked. He clearly took responsibility for his thoughts, even for those thoughts or thought patterns in his subconscious mind. In 1 Corinthians Paul talks about his own spiritual journey: “ When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me” (13: 11). The idea is one of progress in spiritual life that includes progress in the life of the mind (thought and reasoning that result in beliefs and convictions). If young Christians struggle in thought life, it is understandable. But if people who have been Christians for some time also struggle, then we have to say that the progress that should have taken place in thought life has not taken place. We should progressively learn how to cut off evil thoughts before they begin by making sure that our minds are renewed and cleansed by the power of God’s word. In Mathew 9: 4 we see our Lord Jesus holding the teachers of the law responsible for their thoughts. I think God holds each one of us also accountable for all our thoughts irrespective of whether we think them for a few seconds or for a long time.
 God has given us authority over our thoughts and we can decide what we want to think. However, we need to work on the spiritual disciplines or exercises (like reflection, memorization, meditation and study of God’s word, introspection to become aware of our own inner beings, prayer focused on thought life, etc.) that help us in the process of being transformed in thought life and gaining increasing control over our minds. This is possible with the help of God the Holy Spirit and we cannot succeed without His help. But on our part we should never be satisfied with the status quo. Let us take the following words of wisdom from J. C. Ryle seriously.

“Of all sights in the Church of Christ, I know none more painful to my own eyes than a Christian contented and satisfied with a little grace, a little repentance, a little fait, a little knowledge, a little charity, and a little holiness. I do beseech and entreat every believing soul that reads this tract not to be that kind of man…. Let us aim at eminent holiness.”
 

Without a deep quest for holiness in general and holiness in thought life in particular, we can never grow in holiness and will continue to leave the responsibility for our thoughts on something or some one else. When we survey the whole Bible, it can be seen clearly that the Bible makes us personally responsible for every thought we have. We are not computers, programmed to necessarily respond to forces beyond our control, but are created by God, in His image and likeness, as free moral agents. This, I believe, is why God says that every one of us shall give an account of himself or herself to God (Rom. 14: 12). There is one specific area of Christian life about which there is much confusion (lack of clarity of thought), misunderstanding, and even unbiblical notions among Christians. This also slows down the process of transformation or sanctification, the process of being made holy. Therefore, we will now turn our attention to it briefly. 

Our Thinking about Salvation should become more Biblical-Balanced and Affect our Living: Our thinking about salvation (including sanctification, the process of being made holy or Christ-like) – the past-present-future aspects of it and the divine-human-interplay in it – and the resulting beliefs about it would certainly help in bridging the belief-behavior gap in our lives. Salvation, both in the OT and the NT is a very broad concept. It has many aspects to it and it covers all aspects of human life. The basic meaning in the OT is that of being rescued from jeopardy and misery and brought into safety. In the NT, salvation has a very specific meaning: “being saved/rescued/redeemed from sin and its consequences.”
 This salvation has three dimensions and tenses (past - justification, present - sanctification, and future - glorification). It is salvation from:

· Sin’s Guilt and Penalty (the past aspect – we have been saved from the penalty of sin, the eternal hell or separation from God),

· Sin’s Power (the present aspect – sin is no longer our boss or Lord, we are no longer its slaves, it no longer rules us, but it is still present in us), and 

· Sin’s Presence (the ultimate and future aspect – sin will one day be removed or eradicated and be no more than a bad memory). 

We see that salvation is an ongoing process. It is currently incompletely. We are already justified (past). We are already being sanctified (present). We will be glorified (future). There is a tension between ‘the already and the not yet’ aspects. Christians are ‘already’ saved from:

· The wrath of God (from judicial retribution – Rom. 5: 9; 1 Thess. 1: 10),

· Eternal death (Rom. 6: 21, 23),

· The life of fear (Rom. 8: 15), and 

· Controlling habits of ungodliness and immorality (Titus 2: 11-3: 6). 

Christians will be (one day in future and beyond this world) fully conformed to Jesus in both body and moral character (Phil. 3: 20; 1 John 3: 2) and sin will not be in them anymore. 

Christians are, in the present, being sanctified, conformed to Jesus. During this process, Christians battle with the downward pull of indwelling sin through the power granted by the indwelling Holy Spirit (Rom. 5: 1, 12: 1, 8: 5-14; Gal. 5: 16). As we struggle and strive, of course not alone but with the enabling grace of God, we win fresh victories and like Paul, long for the day when the war within will be a thing of the past (Rom. 7: 24ff., 8: 23). We desire perfect holiness, work and move towards it. But we will be totally free from sin and reach perfection only in future, when we see Him face to face (1 John 3: 2). Therefore, in this life or world, sanctification is always a progressive work. 

We have been saved (past – justified) by the grace of God and through our faith in the finished work of Christ on the cross. It is not from us. It is God’s gift (free). It is not by works (for our righteous deeds are like filthy rags and cannot merit God’s favor). There is no basis for boasting (Ephe. 2: 8-9), because all that we have done is receiving the gift of salvation. This is God’s work and a crisis experience (happened at a definite and decisive point of time).

We are now being saved (present – being sanctified). This too is God’s work in us through the indwelling Holy Spirit, from which our holiness flows. However, we have a more active role to play in terms of cooperating with God daily and deliberately. This is a process that will go on as long as we live in this world (God has decided the number of days each one of us lives). God’s plan for the life of any saved person in this world is that he or she might be sanctified, that is, changed into His moral likeness. Commenting on this, Packer says, 
“Increasing conformity to the image of Christ – to his righteousness and holiness, his love and humility, his self-denial and single-mindedness, his wisdom and prudence, his boldness and self-control, his faithfulness and strength under pressure – is the sum and substance of the “good works” for which Christians have been created (that is, re-created) in Christ (Eph 2: 10).”


If we are convinced about this truth, then sanctification has to be one of the top priorities or preoccupations in our present lives. This is what Paul says, “ . . . continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose” (Phil. 12-13). He says to Timothy, “ . . . discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness” (see 1 Tim. 4: 7-9). The word ‘discipline’ (Gk. verb gumnazo, the noun being gumnasia) is also translated as ‘exercise’, because the English words ‘gymnasium’ and ‘gymnastics’ are derived from the same Greek word. This is clearly instruction about ‘spiritual disciplines or exercises’, which are activities that we (you and I) undertake to bring ourselves into more effective cooperation with God. They are channels of God’s transforming grace into our lives. They help us to place ourselves at the feet of God so that he might transform us into the likeness of Christ. The only way to spiritual maturity or godliness or holiness or Christlikeness is the way of practicing spiritual disciplines.
 The biblical teaching on spiritual disciplines underlines the truth of the ‘divine-human or supernatural-natural interplay’ in the process of sanctification, especially of our role. If we work hard in cooperation with God, we grow spiritually and if we fail, we will not be able to see much growth or transformation. Like Paul, we should ‘fight a good fight’, and ‘press on towards the goal’ (2 Tim. 4:7; Phil. 3: 10-14). Like Timothy, as Paul exhorts him, we too should flee (run away) from certain things and purse (run after) certain other things and thus ‘fight the good fight’ (1 Tim. 6: 3-16; 1: 18-20). There is no place for spiritual laziness or slothfulness. We have to ‘run with perseverance, the race that is marked for us, cleansing ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, and perfecting holiness in the fear of God’ (Heb. 12: 1-13; 2 Cor. 7: 1). 

God did not save (justified) us just that we might escape eternal fire. That is almost like a fringe benefit, when compared to what it sets in motion (sanctification). Salvation is not just a fire insurance. He saved us that we might be conformed to the image of His Son, however costly that may be. Moreover, this does not happen automatically. Even God, who wants us to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, does not do this for us unless we do our part (practicing spiritual disciplines) and thus cooperate with Him. J. C. Ryle made a very insightful comment on this truth about the connection between justification and sanctification:

“I fear it is sometimes forgotten that God has married together justification and sanctification. They are distinct and different things, beyond question, but one is never found without the other. All justified people are sanctified and all sanctified people are justified. What God has joined together let no man dare to put asunder. Tell me not of your justification, unless you have also some marks of sanctification. Boast not of Christ’s work for you unless you can show us the Spirit’s work in you. Think not that Christ and the Spirit can ever be divided.”


Commenting on the active role we have to play or the effort we have to put in, in our sanctification process, of course in cooperating with God, Ryle says, “The Lord Jesus . . . always said that men must take up their cross daily, and that they must be ready to cut off hand or foot, if they would be His disciples. It is in religion as it is in other things: “There are no gains without pains.” That which costs nothing is worth nothing.”
 This is perfectly Scriptural, profoundly theological, and practically inescapable and vital. Here is how John Stott summarizes Ryle’s teaching on ‘our role in the life-long process of sanctification’: 

“By careful exegesis, . . . clarity of expression and a vigorous style, he demonstrates conclusively that the New Testament depicts us as thoroughly active in fighting against sin, pursuing after righteousness, and laboring to be holy. . . . although we are justified by faith alone without works, we are sanctified by faith and works. . . . justification is a crisis, sanctification is a process, in which there may be many deeper experiences.”

Stott goes on to say that what Bishop Ryle had set himself against, that is, the search for Christian growth and fulfillment without acknowledging the cost of Christian discipleship, is still a major temptation today. The point is that we should not undervalue the place of effort in the process of sanctification. This is what the Puritans emphasized, ‘the means of grace’, practices like prayer, Bible reading, public worship, Sunday observances, fellowship, and the Lord’s supper. These are God-given privileged activities. They are means by which His grace comes to us and sanctifies us. However, they do not operate mechanically. In each, we have our part to play and so the Puritans stressed the need for ‘a disciplined use of the means of grace’. Stott says, “It is still grace—there is no holiness without the grace of God. But we must be disciplined in making full use of its means.”
 The point is that we should maintain a biblical balance in the process of sanctification between God’s work and ours, and not separate what God has united. 

Ryle says that there is no eminent saint who has neglected the mean of grace, which are the appointed channels through which the Holy Spirit conveys fresh supplies of grace to the soul. He argues by analogy that expecting a believer to attain much holiness without being diligent about his or her Bible reading, prayer, and other disciplines is like expecting that a farmer who just sows his fields and never looks at them till harvest would produce rich harvest.
 Ryle comments further on the cost of discipleship that being a real Christian does cost something. He says that there are enemies to be overcome, battles to be fought, sacrifices to be made, Egypt to be forsaken, a wilderness to be passed through, a cross to be carried, and a race to be run. Conversion for him is not like putting a person in an armchair and taking her easily to heaven. It is rather the beginning of a mighty conflict, in which it costs much to win the victory.
 

Are we on the right course as we anticipate our future glorification? Are we growing, maturing, and becoming more holy or Christ-like in our character? One of the sure indications of real growth is that sin becomes the greatest burden, sorrow, and trouble. We become more sensitive to sin. Our aversion to sin in us becomes more acute. The more intimate we become to God, the more glaring our own sin becomes to us in the light of God’s holiness. If we do not see increasing hatred of sin and labor to get rid of it, then we are not growing and our hearts are cold. If we are growing, we become more passionate about becoming more holy. We know that nothing impure and no one who does what is shameful or deceitful will enter heaven (Rev. 21: 7). We also know that it is impossible to see God without holiness (Heb. 12: 14; Matt. 5: 8). All this means that we cannot be at home and happy in heaven, if we die unholy. We cannot die holy unless we live holy. John Owen, a puritan taught that “Christ leads none to heaven but whom He sanctifies on the earth and that this living Head will not admit of dead members.” Are we like children when we ought to be like men and women? Are we still feeding on milk when we ought to be feeding on meat? How are we doing on the holiness front? Are we readying ourselves for the completion of our salvation (glorification) when Jesus returns or when we leave this world? 

We will be saved (future – will be glorified). This too, like justification, is a crisis. This will happen in the twinkling of an eye, when the Lord Jesus comes back to receive us to Himself (see 1 Thess. 4: 13-5: 11) so that we might be with Him or live together with Him forever. Then we will be free not only from the guilt, penalty, and power of sin, but also from the presence of sin. This is the glory that awaits us. But are we ready for it?

Conclusion: Let us be mindful of these truths, in the light of the foregone study of the Scriptures and examine our lifestyle, particularly thought life to ensure that we are doing our part in the process of sanctification and are holy in our thinking and living. In our time, the sexual sins, even among the believers, evangelists, and leaders are rampant. So let us be careful about our thoughts about other men or women and about what we are reading and watching (on the television or internet) lest we should fall and bring disgrace to God. Let us not be deceived by the false sense of invincibility (that we will not or cannot fall). It is a myth. Anybody can fall at any time, however great or experienced he or she might be. Let us cultivate the habit of praising God for His creative work in making a man or a woman with sharp features and unique beauty/handsomeness when our eyes fall on them and thus ensure that our thoughts are not sinful, lustful, or unholy. Let us make a covenant with our eyes, as Job did (31: 1), that we will not look lustfully at a girl/boy or a man/woman and thus become unholy. When my eyes behold the beauty of another person of the opposite sex, I praise God for the way He has made her and immediately start thinking of my wife and the fact that all other women are my sisters or mothers. This discipline has been of great help to me in being holy in this particular matter. 

In our time, another sin that is rampant is the sin of being materialistically minded and sensuous. It is the sin of becoming lovers of money, material things, name, fame, and pleasure rather than lovers of God (2 Tim. 3: 1-5). We need to guard against the temptation to be too closely attached to the material things and money, which will perish, but compete with God for our devotion (Matt. 6: 19-24; 1 Tim. 6: 17-19) in this world. When we thoughtfully and prayerfully determine in our hearts/minds to do something not to defile ourselves, and take action in that direction, the Lord will help us supernaturally (Daniel 1: 8 and 9). May we see as God sees and think as God would think so that we might live, as God would want us to live, with holiness of a high and increasing order in every area of our lives as days pass by in our Christian lives. 
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